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© SUBJECT: Social relstions withSoviet and Soviet orbit officialdom

The following is the Embassy's report for December 1955+

In a departure from previous practice the Soviet Embassy this
year included members of the American Embassy of various ranks on
their mailing list for "Season's Greetings® cards. As in previous
years top‘o%ficials in the Soviet Embassy sent these to thelr B
opposihc nunbers in the American Embassy. This year, however, €ach
Russian apparently sent cards to any member of the Embassy known
personally to him,. The impression of those Americans who recelved
cards was that even the most casual aequaintanceship with a Soviet
official was the occasion for a greeting card, Naturally, these
cards made no mention of Christmas, but merely sent greetings, or
wished the reciplent a "presperous" New Year. Some Norweglans
have reported receiving bottles of wvodka on the occasion of the
New Yesar, but no Americen seems to have been thus honored,

Other then thls, contacts between Soviet and American officials
in Qslo continus to be official and sporadic.

For the Ambassador

W. 3tratton Anderson, Jr. i
Firgt Secretary of Embassy ‘
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